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This is only the
beginning...

In response to the devastating statistics on

low diagnosis numbers in the World Health
Organization’s (WHO) Global Hepatitis Report in
early 2024, the World Hepatitis Alliance (WHA)
launched a new testing-focused global campaign.

From 18 to 24 November 2024, advocates,
community organisations, and a wide range of
partners around the world took part in the first
ever World Hepatitis Testing Week (WHTW), using
the campaign as a platform to raise awareness,
demand policy changes to improve diagnosis
rates and deliver innovative testing initiatives.
The campaign was intended to drive momentum
around the need to dramatically increase
diagnosis if we are to come close to meeting any
of the 2030 elimination goals.

WHA leveraged our experience of delivering and
growing the global campaign on World Hepatitis
Day, to deliver a multi-channel communications
campaign. This ensured we could deliver reach
and impact even in the first year of the campaign.
We produced a powerful identity for the campaign
that could be used by all stakeholders across a
wide range of channels.

Resources were produced in English, French,

Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese and Arabic,
and an online tool allowed users to customise
resources with their own messaging in a huge
range of local languages.

Through a mix of paid and organic promotion,

the final result was a week-long international
communications landscape across advocacy and
testing activities, in a wide range of languages
and digital and physical formats, all amplifying the
urgent need for hepatitis testing.

The campaign was amplified by a number

of important partners and people with lived
experience of hepatitis, including Hep Free Hawai’i,
a hepatitis coalition in Hawaii; Shabana Begum,
National South Asian Project Coordinator with

the Hepatitis C Trust in the UK; and Shaibu Issa,

a hepatitis advocate in Tanzania. They actively
promoted WHTW’s message through content
that played with ways to engage audiences,
including TikTok trend dances, behind-the-scenes
documentation of testing, and public spectacle.

WHTW also trialled the use of a paid influencer,
Aproko Doctor, a qualified and well-known doctor in
Nigeria, a country with a high hepatitis burden but
also significant regional policy influence. His posts
gained huge traction across social media platforms.

The campaign resonated globally with stakeholders
at all levels, with individuals and groups from public
and private sectors, global health advocates,
parliamentarians, individuals, and organisations
engaging with the resources and actively promoting
testing. A standout moment was the contributions
of the UNITE Parliamentarians Network for Global
Health, Hon. Pastor Vera Bejarano, national deputy
in Paraguay and Hon. Orjola Pampuri, a Member

of Parliament in Albania, who recorded and shared
inspiring videos of support.

We were particularly pleased to cut through

and secure engagement with several regional
health authorities, particularly in North America,
such as the Michigan HHS Department, Toronto
Public Health, Rhode Island Department of
Health, and NHS in UK. We know from other
testing campaigns that significant results can be
gained when a campaign is adopted within health
systems and will continue to build on engaging
this audience in future campaigns.

Finally, an article written by WHA highlighting the
pressing need for a global hepatitis testing week
was published in one of the world’s highest impact
medical journals, The Lancet Gastroenterology
and Hepatology, and was featured on their
website’s front page throughout WHTW.

This report sets out some of the key data to
demonstrate impact of WHTW and shares some
of the many stories of action by our members and
other partners globally. Thank you to all of the
sponsors who helped made the campaign possible,
and our partners and people with lived experience
for their guidance in creating this campaign and
support in ensuring it reached it objectives. We

will take lots of learnings from this campaign into
WHTW 2025, and are excited to see this powerful
global initiative grow to become a leading event on
the health and development calendar.
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World Hepatitis Testing
Week 2024 in numbers

Communications about The hashtag
WHTW achieved #heptestweek gained

6.3 million 7 million

impressions across X impressions across
and on LinkedIn social media platforms

heptestweek.org A
attracted the most users 755 m | I I IO n

from the US, Canada, UK, people saw news
Australia, Netherlands, about WHTW in
Nigeria, Belgium, global media coverage

Ireland, and India
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P Reasons to get tested &
| for hepatitis:
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As part of WHTW, WHA helped to secure the donation of

MLF used these to screen 2,000 people aged between 5 and 86
years old in 10 townships.

The HBV positivity rate was 2.45% and the

WHA members and partners embraced creative ways to
promote WHTW’s message, from media engagements to

rallies, workshops, and testing services in their communities.

They made use of all of the resources and tools provided by
WHA, in different languages and across multiple platforms.

Shabana Begum ©@ShabsBegum66 - Nov 22

= #HepTestWeek continues to keep me busy down in London! It's been
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lovely catching up with @TheHepatitisCTrust colleagues like Christine, &
working on their client database, and placing orders for tests and materials.
I'm off to conduct more tests today, too!

t1 Dr. Chinenso Egemba reposted
‘ Dr. Chinenso Egemba & @aproko doctor - Moy 22
\ Emeka and Nkechi, Knowing your hepatitis status is the first step to protect
yourself, your loved ones, and the next generation. Get tested today!

Click here to learn more: heptestweek.org

SHAIBU ISSA @shaibu_issal - Nov 25
kis° We are safe close H#HopTestWeek thank you all.

This is beginning of great work to make change that we want to see.

hepirechawaii

orld Hepatitis Testing Week & in full cifect &
eading cause of liver cancer, and modt
peophe dar ine s thiry banve i8! 3

Wisit our website to sae where you can get tested!

FHepTestWesk 2Hawai
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Dr. Chinonso Egemba @

Q81K posts

HCV positivity was 1%. -

The highest incidence of hepatitis C was o
among key populations at over 11%. k

The highest HBV positive rate was almost 7%
among pregnant women. Rates were just over
4% for key populations and persons attending
The Liver Charity Clinic.

45 people with hepatitis B and 25 people with
hepatitis C started treatment.

World Hepatitis
Testing Week 2024
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Hepatitis SA

Hepatitis SA engaged in several activities to raise awareness, including, a
Liver Care community testing clinic using a new point-of-care hepatitis B

test, hepatitis C point of care testing in communities, and e-alert to general
practitioners, initiated by a request from one practice. Read more here.

Testing cou

Hepatitis B and C are the main causes of liver cancer

1in 5 people living with hepatitis C,
1in 4 living with hepatitis B
don’t know they have it

@@ TALKTOYOURGP ABOUT GETTING TESTED Ehﬁ.%{@
For more infarmation: HepatitisSA 1800 437 222 . | ; \: lese ::_.; | y =] _;'

National Liver foundation
Bangladesh

From rallies to TV appearances, barbershop campaigns, and
screening activities, the National Liver Foundation Bangladesh had a

week full of activities supporting WHTW.

Prof. Mohammad Ali highlighted the importance of WHTW during an
interview with News 24 Television, broadcast on 22 November 2024.
Watch here

- Hazatitis Is the
b \eading cause
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Hope for Healthy Life
Foundation (HohLiF),
Nigeria

Conducted community outreaches to two
communities (Mallum and Jauro Yinu in Ardo Kola
LGA of Taraba state) to create awareness, screen
and test the people. They also organised a town

hall meeting on hepatitis with the youth in Kofai
village also of Ardo Kola LGA.
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Hepatitis is the
leading cause
of liver cancer,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1a3bd6EcL0&ab_channel=News24Daily
https://hepatitissa.asn.au/communitynews/2024/11/first-rapid-hepatitis-b-testing-in-sa/
https://hepatitissa.asn.au/mailouts/view/html/20241106163134.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=hepsa_mailout&utm_campaign=mailout_20241106163134

WACHEEF, Nigeria

World Hepatitis Testing Week provided a
valuable platform to address the growing
burden of viral hepatitis in Taraba State.
Through strategic partnerships and community
engagement, WACHEF successfully raised
awareness among pregnant women, nursing
mothers, healthcare workers, and children
living with HIV. The sensitisation efforts
emphasised prevention, early detection, and
the importance of vaccination, laying the
foundation for improved health outcomes.
However, the challenges of limited resources
and vaccine availability highlight the need for
sustained efforts and enhanced collaboration
to achieve the goal of hepatitis elimination.

4.4

Local Hepatitis
Elimination &
Prevention (LHEAP),
Pakistan

LHEAP also had a week full of activities raising

!
~— awareness for increased testing in
_— their community. i b

Heparitis is the leadiing
cumse of liver cancer.
Coet Testenl.
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Southwest Somali
Association

of Social Work
(SSASW), Somalia

SSASW led a wide range of work around
hepatitis testing. This included community
engagement and awareness sessions,
free and confidential hepatitis testing,

a social media and media campaign,

and three types of support counselling —
emotional counselling, family counselling,
and health and lifestyle counselling — for
patients and their families.

World Hepatitis Testing Week 2024 v 13



SHEAD Centre,
Nigeria

s = SHEAD Centre carried out impactful hepatitis
advocacy and awareness initiatives:

GET T—DR
ESTED
i HEPATITIS [

HERATITS
Gt ,

1. Advocacy visit to Osun State: Met with key

government officials to promote hepatitis
awareness, increase testing, and advocate
for better investment in care.

2. Capacity building workshop: Trained

National Center for
Gastrointestinal
and Liver Diseases —
Hepatitis B Elimination
Program, Sudan

healthcare workers and CBO staff from
30 LGAs in Osun State. A member of the
media who tested reactive for hepatitis B

was linked to care, prompting plans for a
media-focused awareness campaign.

. Mass awareness campaigns: Conducted

- testing, awareness, and vaccination drives in
Conducted a successful hepatitis awareness

all three senatorial zones of Kwara and Osun

R E AV Gl Sttty States under the GF GC-7 N-THRIP Project.

Science and Technology — Kassala, Sudan. Their

team tested and vaccinated 215 students from

fields including medicine, nursing, and laboratory

sciences. They also held an educational session

focusing on hepatitis B, addressing common

misconceptions and raising awareness about its

prevention and treatment.

Bekwarra Hepatitis B
Support & Advocacy
Initiative, Nigeria

The team had five outreaches on awareness

Hi i'l-"\..'lll\ B
campaigns, provided free screening for 358
participants for hepatitis B and 53 participants
for hepatitis C. They also provided basic
information on the burden of viral hepatitis

by providing counselling and consultancy
services during campaign and clinic days
from Monday to Friday.

v 14 World Hepatitis Testing Week 2024 World Hepatitis Testing Week 2024
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WHA In action

On Monday 18 November, we officially launched Speakers included:

WHTW with a public webinar, co-chaired with the . :
s ® Danjuma Adda, Past President, WHA
World Health Organization. ]
(Co-Chair)
The event focused on the critical importance of ) o : : :
: : e Diana Faini, Technical Officer, Strategic

expanding access to testing for hepatitis if we are ] :

; N Information Analysis and Use, World Health
to achieve the 2030 hepatitis elimination goals, o ;

, , : : Organization (Co-Chair)

with a multi-stakeholder panel exploring different

strategies for scaling up testing. Sahar Bajis, World Health Organization

Participants from across the world joined the

webinar, representing Bangladesh, Brazil,

Burundi, Canada, Congo, El Salvador, France, (CETPITED [T EEthe

Germany, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Humberto Silva, Brazil Rotary

Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Myanmar,

the Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Dr Huma Qureshi, Consultant

Puerto Rico, Senegal, South Africa, Switzerland, CEETDRTEIEEE FEMEET
Tanzania, the UAE, the UK, the USA, Vietnam,

and Zambia.

Watch the webinar recording here
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Ending vertical transmission
of hepatitis B through testing
in antenatal settings.

9
vm ged ‘Er

Tuesday 5 November 2024
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Evary yaar, 1.3 milllon people lose their lives to hapatitis -

hepatitis don’t know they have it.
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A hepatite é a
principal causa de
cancer de figado.

A maioria das pessoas
com hepatite cronica
nao sabem que a tém.
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Comeca em
18 de novembro
heptestweek.org

it could

protect
" yoursel! and your baby

Championing hepatitis testing!

Monday 18 November

08:00 NY (GMT -5)

13:00 London (GMT) = 'r";‘:l'ld, =
18:30 Delhi (GMT +5.30) ) : Alliance

o

Faca
o teste
de hepatite

A maioria das maes
gravidas com hepatite
nao sabe que a tem.

Proteja-se e seu bebé.

Comeca em
18 de novembro
heptestweek.org
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NOhep Medical Visionaries
Forum at The Liver Meeting

To kick off WHTW, the NOhep Medical Visionaries came together at
the American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases (AASLD)’s
conference, The Liver Meeting, in San Diego on Saturday 16 November.

Their forum was an opportunity to consider different strategies for scaling
up access to hepatitis testing, and brought together medical professionals
and advocates from around the world to share ideas and best practices.

Discussion covered:

The importance of supportive laws and policies to promote testing,
such as universal testing laws in primary care.

How to use point-of-care testing, self-testing, mail order dried blood
spot testing and the potential for new diagnostics that will continue to
make testing more accessible to more people.

The power of peers in improving access
to testing.

Designing testing services to meet people ‘where they are’.
Healthcare professionals and advocates shared examples of testing
services they have delivered in mosques, pharmacies, harm reduction
clinics and more, highlighting the need to think creatively when
conducting outreach.

Integration with other health areas, such as testing in mental
healthcare settings.

The forum concluded that there is no one size fits all solution to testing,
and that we all have a role to play in scaling up accessible services.
Read more here.

World Hepatitis Testing Week 2024 v 17


https://youtu.be/DhdwHcKT8Kc?si=VsUAK5e1vWPAdfW1
https://www.nohep.org/news-resources/nohep-medical-visionaries-forum-at-aasld-2024/
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N)O) Hepatltls Bin pregnancy: World

information for mothers and their families.

Promoting testing

for mothers

NOhep Mums

During WHTW, we decided to place particular focus on the challenges and lack

of access to testing faced by pregnant women, given the devastating impact that

can be seen in the continued transmission of hepatitis B from mother-to-child.

WHA used the NOhep Mums platform to deliver updated information for advocates

and medical professionals, and hosted a webinar to share best practice and

insight on the critical role testing can play in antenatal settings. We also delivered

two community workshops to look at the wider issue of testing designed to help

community advocates drive change in their countries.

Educational Posters

The NOhep Mums educational posters on hepatitis B in

pregnancy were updated and made available on the NOhep

Mums page. Information about these updated resources
was also shared on social media.

The NOhep Mums posters raise awareness of and increase

education around testing pregnant women for hepatitis B.
They reflect the new WHO Guidelines for the prevention,
diagnosis, care, and treatment for people with chronic
hepatitis B infection and are designed to ensure that
pregnant women and their families better understand the

testing pathway and are better able to advocate for access

to this. WHA also developed a complimentary poster for

healthcare professionals which ensures they have the latest
guidelines at their fingertips. The posters can be accessed

as PDFs or in the user’s preferred browser, which can be
translated into local languages.

A post-webinar survey captured an incredibly positive

response to the topic and the speakers, with respondents

saying their biggest takeaway was the need to work
together to expand access to antenatal testing, and

continuing to deliver education to expand understanding of

the importance of antenatal testing.

World Hepatitis Testing Week 2024

et

D

7
¥
: it 7
NOep QU bl
MUMS 2 Loifinte L e d nfas

sl e
foLrs ks d
b o el ]

HBeAgLHBY DNAUL:

HESAg positive = .+

1 m o

ehet &M aUb L U
HB Immunoglobin

= bt e

MUMS
In early Your immediate family We b I n a r
pregnancy, |Lz;:‘ti‘e;:t and sexual partners . . ) - . -
Al s S ' If they are not immune, A Weblnar tltled NOhep MUmS. Sca“ng Up TeStIng

be tested for

You should receive
to determine if you require
treatment during pregnancy.

If treatment is required to reduce the
risk of transmitting hepatitis B to your
baby, you will need to take it from

the second trimester until at least
delivery or completion of your baby’s
hepatitis B vaccination series.

they can be vaccinated.
If they have hepatitis B,
they too can get care.

If further testing (viral load)

6) is not available, you

@ =) should be offered antiviral

medication from the
second trimester until at
least delivery or completion
of your baby’s hepatitis B
vaccination series.

When your baby is

2 /&a\
’ 1-2 6 your healthcare
Months Months provider may
advise a blood test
Your baby should Your baby Your baby to check if they are
geta itis B ives the ives the protected against
birth dose second dose third dose of hepatitis B. (3)
within 24 hours of hepatitis B hepatitis B
of birth. (1) vaccine. (2) vaccine. (2)

O Always talk to your healthcare provider
about testing, treatment and vaccination
options available to you.

O Infants born to HBsAg-positive mothers may
be recommended to receive hepatitis B
immune globulin (HBIg) if available.

O For further support please contact a World
Hepatitis Alliance member near you.

O For more information, please visit
nohep.org/news-resources/nohepmums/
and worldhepatitisalliance.org

1. The birth dose should be a vaccine that only has
hepatitis B in it (not a pentavalent vaccine).

2. The second and later doses of hepatitis B may be
part of a combined vaccine (ex: pentavalent vaccine).

3. The tests are hepatitis B surface antigen and hepatitis
B surface antibody. If they are not immune, a second
round of vaccines is recommended.

PREGNANCY AND HEPATITIS B
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BREASTFEEDING

The World Health Organization
(WHO) recommendation is that
women who have hepatitis B
can safely breastfeed their baby.

Hepatitis B is not transmitted
through breastmilk. Breastfeeding
mothers with cracked nipples
should practice proper nipple care.

FUTURE PREGNANCIES

If you are taking antiviral
medication during pregnancy
and planning to have another

child, you can choose
to remain on treatment
between pregnancies.

Sponsored by Abbott

These activities were made possible thanks to the sponsorship of Abbott.

in Antenatal Settings to Support the Elimination of
Hepatitis B” was held on Tuesday, 5 November, at
13:00 GMT. The event explored the importance of
hepatitis B testing in antenatal settings. It also looked
at the critical role testing can play in not only preventing
mother-to-child transmission but also unlocking wider
diagnosis opportunities for their family members and so
driving elimination efforts. Chaired by Rachel Halford,
President of the World Hepatitis Alliance, speakers
included Dr Nadia Aliyan, Kilifi County Hospital,

Kenya; Louise Downs, KEMRI-Wellcome Trust, Kenya;
Hon. Fauzia Khan, India; and Joshua Pacayra, Yellow
Warriors Society of the Philippines. Watch here.

Hepatitis testing and the
path to elimination:
Practical advice for
communities workshops.

Two workshops were conducted, giving practical advice
to communities on hepatitis testing and the path to
elimination. The workshops were conducted in both
English and Spanish, and covered: understanding
different hepatitis tests; awareness of the testing costs;
gaining practical knowledge of testing and how to
implement community-based testing.

Attendees gave 9.12 out of 10 for satisfaction
across both workshops.

| learnt about community-based testing and how this
is conducted across the globe! My organization will
apply this knowledge to our testing to commemorate
the testing week.

World Hepatitis Testing Week 2024
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https://www.nohep.org/news-resources/nohepmums/
https://www.nohep.org/news-resources/nohepmums/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4M8FRvHJ3I

o T
entdf\-\eaxﬁ\ ’?!\'~R1\—\E;~U\—\ . MoV 48 I
week ore 3° oa™y optian® fof \f\apaf\t'\s
Leatt S nealtt ep & yed ;ki\'\f.\-v.-cu = e

g {¥

et
e
aienc®

- Fore® c\r\ea\th&
povt fsﬂﬂ?ub\ c\—\ea\t\-\
5@ ega\’\t'\s‘(estmg
g\estac\. ¥ 4
first step ‘mwmd ueatme

This wee\&.we o
Dr\anc.e of
epaﬁ\\"\s s

e imP
! ‘\’\gw‘\mh

ooV
A ¢

fot G\oba\ \-\epat'\x'\s el

ol s
ct

sok

ﬁ\.om.\ WE AW

World
Hepatiti
patitis Testing Wi
eek 20
24



Thank you

to our supporters who made the first WHTW possible.

) Abbott

obbvie //Cephe/m -
A better way.

S — . .
BRUKER OraSure Technologies, Inc. @ forrfo'r‘:tfﬁrp Me ‘fl 'nﬁal
—————

You can find out about how your organisation can
support this important campaign in 2025
by contacting the team at
rtnershi worldhepatitisalliance.or

World
Hepatitis
Alliance

contact@worldhepatitisalliance.org

www.heptestweek.org
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